Battle of Leesburg 

In October of 1861 the euphoria over the victory at Manassas had subsided into a noncommittal defensive standoff. The first major battle of the war left both sides disorganized and aware of the limitations of their newly raised armies. While the Union forces regrouped in a compact area around Washington the Confederate forces gathered themselves in a line that ran roughly parallel to the Potomac River. Directly south of Washington the Federals still occupied territory on the Virginia side of the river but as the line moved north it drew nearer to the river. On the extreme left the Confederate line touched the river near Leesburg approximately 35 miles from Washington.
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Four days after Manassas Special Order No. 169 assigned the 8th Virginia Infantry, under Colonel Eppa Hunton, to the defense of the Leesburg area. On August 8th this command was supplemented by P.T.G. Beauregard with three regiments of Mississippi infantry (13th, 17th, and 18th). With the Mississippi troops came Colonel Nathan “Shanks” Evans who was charged with assuming command of all the troops in Loudon County.  Evans had parlayed an unspectacular academic career at West Point into a steady but equally unremarkable career in the pre-war US Cavalry. A strong performance at Manassas had brought him to prominence and he was promoted helping to resolve a nebulous command situation in the new assignment.

His new command, designated the 7th Brigade of I Corps the Army of the Potomac, contained the four infantry regiments, a battery of five guns from the Richmond Howitzers, and five companies of cavalry. The cavalry element was comprised of three companies from the 4th Virginia (B, C, and E) and two companies of the 6th Virginia (H and K). The mixed command of troopers was led by LTC Walter Jenifer. The Marylander, Jenifer, held the dubious distinction of flunking out of West Point not once but twice. Powerful family connections allowed him to be granted a 2nd Lieutenant commission in 1847. His first posting was in the 2nd US Cavalry where he served with Evans. He was still a 1st Lieutenant in April 1861 when he resigned to join the Confederate forces.  General R. W. Wright, commander of the local militia, lived nearby and was expected to reinforce Evans if necessary.

The three months after Manassas proved to be a pleasant interlude for Evans’ troops. Many of the Virginians had been recruited from Loudoun County and took every advantage of their proximity to home. Intermixed with the daily training routine and efforts to clothe and equip the soldiers was visits from family, meetings with wives and girlfriends, and plenty of food provided by the supportive populace. The Mississippians were also enjoying the idle late summer months. Apparently some were enjoying themselves too much. In the month of August the 18th Mississippi of Colonel William Barksdale reported 25 new cases of venereal disease amongst his troops. Other diseases were also taking a serious toll on the brigade. On August 31st the muster rolls of the 8th Virginia showed 53 men on sick call, about 20% of the regiment.  Company B of the 13th Mississippi, the Winston Guards, were so stricken with typhoid and measles that at one point only eight men reported for duty. They lost at least nine men to these two diseases. Despite the preoccupation and the sickness Evans brigade still had a serious military mission to accomplish.

Evans’ area of responsibility contained several features of military significance. The primary crossroads in the center of town was the junction of the Old Carolina Road and the Alexandria-Winchester Turnpike. Possession of Leesburg would grant Union forces a

high speed avenue of approach to the Confederate flank and rear. Of course to gain control of the town necessitated a successful crossing of the Potomac River. This area fronted several potential crossing points; Conrad’s Ferry (north of town), Edward’s Ferry (south of town), and during times of low water a number of fording sites. The terrain near the river also offered an excellent platform for the observation of Union movements across the river. To defend the area Evans had established a set of earthworks (called Fort Evans) about two miles east of Leesburg. Several other small fortifications were started but never reached completion before the Confederates left the area in the spring of 1862. A regular picket was established to keep an eye on the crossings. The picket duty was maintained under an unspoken truce until General Stone sent Captain Clinton Berry across under a flag of truce to announce that any Confederate caught on the Maryland side of the river would be arrested and shot. The Confederate commander was only too happy to reciprocate the new arrangement. The new understanding concerning picket duty at the river was adopted and things continued on in this tense but peaceful way until October 19th.[image: image3.jpg]
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On October 9th Union General George McCall moved his division of Pennsylvania troops across the Potomac and settled into camp (Camp Pierpont) near Langley. In response to the Federal move Colonel Evans shifted his troops to the Oatlands Plantation on October 16th. The unauthorized relocation of his forces caused Beauregard to send a message to Evans demanding an explanation. The importance of Loudon County was not lost on the Confederate commander. Colonel Evans’ mission, clearly stated in the message from P.G. T. Beauregard on 17 October, was to safeguard these upper crossings of the Potomac River. The goal of this sentry duty was to prevent the forces of McClellan from uniting with Nathaniel Banks’ men already in Virginia. Evans was expected “to prevent such a movement” by making “a desperate stand, falling back only in the face of an overwhelming enemy.”  Although Beauregard allowed him to remain in place he insisted that the area around Ball’s Bluff was to be watched by at least a regiment. Evans movement also caught the attention of McClellan, who sensed an opportunity to take Leesburg without a major confrontation. Accordingly he ordered McCall to conduct a probe in the area of Dranesville.

With Beauregard’s directive fresh in his mind Evans pulled his men back toward the city at the first hint of McCall’s movement. They took up a new position at the north end of “the burnt bridge” on the turnpike over Goose Creek, approximately four miles southeast of Leesburg. The capture of a Union courier on the 19th created a heightened awareness of the impending threat to Evans’ command. The messages (never found) apparently indicated the move against Leesburg and spurred the aggressive Evans into action. An artillery position was constructed and the units were ordered to dig trenches and rifle pits. It was here that Evans would contest the expected attack McCall’s Division on Leesburg.

 While the desired result of the Union movement described in the captured documents was supposed to be the withdrawal of Evans’ brigade from the Leesburg area it had the opposite affect. As the Union forces moved from Langley to Dranesville Evans maintained his position at Goose Creek. He intended to meet the advance and protect the city in accordance with the guidance from Beauregard. Not only was he operating contrary to the expected reaction but his movement to Goose Creek was also misinterpreted by the Federal commanders. The selection of this consolidation point hid him from the Union observation post on Sugar Loaf Mountain. The disappearance of Evans’ command from view caused the lookouts there to falsely report that the area had been abandoned by the Confederate forces. When reports that Leesburg was undefended reached McClellan he decided to test the validity of the report by issuing an order to BG Charles Stone to “keep a good lookout upon Leesburg, to see if this movement has the effect to drive them away.” He believed a “slight demonstration” might prove useful in their efforts to move the Confederate defenders away. The order started a series of events that proved disastrous for the Federal forces. 
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The consolidation of the brigade at “the burnt bridge” left the Ball’s Bluff area scantily defended. At that time the area was being watched by Co. K of the 17th Mississippi, commanded by CPT William Duff. The Magnolia Guard had been detached for this duty for almost two months. Operating from Big Spring, Duff had established a regular 50% picket rotation to over watch the various points of interest in his sector. The regular positions for the pickets included Mason’s Island, Ball’s Mill, Conrad’s Ferry, and Smart’s Mill. On the night of October 20th these posts were manned in their usual fashion however the usually alert pickets completely missed the presence of a Union patrol near Ball’s Bluff around midnight.

[image: image6.jpg]


At about 0630 on the 21st Colonel William Barksdale of the 13th Mississippi reported “the guns of the enemy opened upon us from their batteries on the Maryland side of the Potomac River” to cover a crossing at Edward’s Ferry. The activity there was Evans primary concern and he held the bulk of his command at Goose Creek to counter the threat there. It was a logical choice; the terrain in the Edward’s Ferry area was favorable for any large scale crossing. Here the Federal troops would have room to establish a bridgehead, consolidate their forces, and have access to a high speed avenue of approach toward Leesburg via the Edward’s Ferry Road. His position just north of the Goose Creek bridge put him in a position between the two primary sectors of enemy activity. The expected attack from the south and the Union landings to the east. It would prove a wise choice, indeed, as the situation played out. While his original concern over the Edward’s Ferry landings and McCall’s movements proved to be overblown he was within easy support distance of the rapidly developing events at Ball’s Bluff.
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Near Smart’s Mill, less than a mile north of Ball’s Bluff, CPL Hugh Hudson and a three man detail were beginning what would prove to be an eventful tour of duty. Unbeknownst to them a small Union reconnaissance patrol had landed at the bluff during the night and sent word back that an enemy camp had been discovered. The Union command in the area decided to raid the supposed camp. Near dawn the Federal forces that were intended to conduct the operation were gathering at the top of the bluff. There are two versions of what happened next. In the first Hudson’s detail observed the enemy crossing and “had fired into the boats and then into a squad that came in search of them.” The other version is that a Federal patrol, led by 1SG William Riddle Co I of the 20th Massachusetts, was conducting a reconnaissance of the right flank of the Federal position with three other soldiers and stumbled on to Hudson’s detail just as they fired into a work party on Harrison’s Island. The two groups exchanged fire. Whatever the case the encounter left Riddle wounded in the right elbow and the Union deployment on the Virginia side of the river discovered. 
Both of the small parties withdrew immediately after the brief exchange of shots. Cpl Hudson’s detail narrowly escaped a reinforced patrol of ten Union soldiers sent out to find them before reporting the encounter to Captain Duff. Duff immediately sent LT Joseph Harten to inform Colonel Evans of “this intelligence”. As Harten rode to Evans headquarters, CPT Duff began assembling the available forces to meet the Union foray. The gathering of his company gave Duff approximately 40 soldiers to conduct the initial defense of the approaches to Leesburg.  He marched his small band to block the only road leading from the “Big Bluff” to the city.  Duff described the events this way:

“On reaching the mouth of the lane leading to the river some 500 or 600 yards from the mill, I threw forward twelve skirmishers to scour out a clump of woods to the front and right, ordered one of my men to bring in the rest of my pickets, filed my company to the right up a long hollow in an old field, leaving the clump of woods on my left. When we reached the top of the hill near Mrs. Stephens’ house we saw the skirmishers of the enemy on the left, and in large force in Mrs. Jackson’s yard, some 150 yards in front.”

The sudden appearance of an enemy force in his front surprised the Union commander (Devens) who apparently had not been informed that their presence had been detected.  

Unsure of the Confederate strength Devens hesitated to commit all of his available troops. He sent CPT Philbrick’s Co. H and CPT Rockwood’s Co. A to deal with the

unexpected appearance of the enemy. 

While LT Harten raced to spread the word of the Yankee landing at Ball’s Bluff, CPT Huff formed a short line “on the foot of a hill, some 300 yards from his reserve.”  The Federals did not take long to challenge his position. Although he reported “at least five or six companies” advancing against him there was in reality only a single company (Co H). The sides broke down to Huff’s 40 men to Philbrick’s 60. In a strange exchange, Huff ordered the advancing enemy to halt “five or six times” and each time the Union commander responded with “Friends” while continuing to move forward. At 60 yards Huff decided to act in a most unfriendly manner. He ordered his men to kneel and deliver a volley into the Yankee line. The initial blast stopped the advance and a second sent the enemy scrambling back. Fearing that he might get cut off Huff also fell back. 

In response to the artillery barrage on the night of the 20th Colonel Evans sent LTC John McGuirk (17th Mississippi), Officer of the Day, to investigate a reported landing at the mouth of Goose Creek. On the way to the suspected landing site McGuirk used an order from Evans to get control of two companies of the 18th Mississippi from COL Erasmus Burt.  As they approached the area in question they came upon the cavalry picket that insisted that they had been driven away from the river by at least “two regiments”. Leaving the infantry in defensive positions rather than lead them into an uneven fight McGuirk advanced with “10 picked men and a Lieutenant”.  At the shore McGuirk found only evidence that a boat “had touched the shore.” The negative report was forwarded to Evans and McGuirk continued on a journey to inspect the other picket posts. It was an overnight trip that would eventually reunite him with his regiment on the field at Ball’s Bluff. The rest of Evans’ command was sent to bed after appropriate security measures were in place.[image: image9.jpg]



The next morning another artillery barrage announced activity at Edward’s Ferry. Two companies of Minnesota infantry were crossed and established a beachhead under the watchful eyes of the Confederate cavalry pickets. This development had the desired effect on Evans who became concerned about the possibility of a Union force gathering there. Word of the encounter at Ball’s Bluff had not yet reached him and the movements at Edward’s Ferry certainly would have been Evans primary concern. COL Featherston echoed the concern when he wrote in his official report that “the enemy had crossed the river at Edward’s Ferry in large force, and it being expected that they would advance upon Leesburg.” Evans decided to test the resolve of the enemy with a reconnaissance by two companies of the 13th Mississippi toward Edward’s Ferry. They encountered only a small Union cavalry detachment. A brief exchange of gunfire between the two parties drove the Federal horsemen back to the shoreline.

While CPT Huff was beating back the first Federal attack at Ball’s Bluff, LT Harten reached Colonel Evans with the news that a landing had taken place.  The report forced

Evans to “make preparations to meet him in both positions.” Realizing that Huff was totally under manned for such an effort he dispatched LTC Walter Jenifer with four companies of infantry (two from the 18th Mississippi and one each from the 17th Mississippi and 13th Mississippi) along with a small force of cavalry, approximately 70 men. Thinking the situation to the north had been satisfied, at least temporarily, Evans returned his attention to the Edward’s Ferry situation.

Jenifer was instructed to hold the enemy until his “design of attack” became apparent. Jenifer, however, was not inclined to assume a passive defense. Shortly after arriving at Huff’s position Jenifer deployed his troopers in a ravine “near the enemy’s position in order to make an attack should he again advance.” The four infantry companies joined him and Duff shortly thereafter at this location. The reappearance of the Union forces near the Jackson House was enough to spur Jenifer into action. Assuming overall command Jenifer went on the offensive. At 1100 he placed a small cavalry detachment

under the command of CPT W. B. Ball and pushed the infantry and a portion of the cavalry dismounted against the Union skirmishers to their front. A “high and strong fence” between the two sides prevented a cavalry charge until the obstacle was removed.

Once the obstruction was taken down by CPT J. W. Welborn’s Co. K 18th Mississippi skirmishers Jenifer bolted forward from the Union left with the remainder of the available cavalry force. The shock effect of this charge is reflected in the words of the Union soldiers that attempted to meet it.

PVT Roland Bowen, Co. B 15th Massachusetts wrote of his surprise;

“..But hold. Shots from the left. I look – Great God they are upon us. They have flanked us. They are right between us and our skirmishers…. Our skirmishers gave a hideous yell and came in at a triple quick. Every man had to run for dear life.”

PVT George Simonds, Co. B wrote:

“…someone said cavalry, and sure enough, the next minute a large body of them dashed upon us. It was impossible for so few of us, situated as we were, to withstand such a force.”
Although Jenifer’s report is rather self-serving there is no disputing the result of his attack. The Union line was again pushed back into the wood line around the Jackson House. Valuable time was gained for Evans to make adjustments to the new situation to his north.
At the time of Jenifer’s attack Evans had arrived at an important conclusion. When the expected enemy movement at Edward’s Ferry failed to materialize he became increasingly convinced that no major offensive moves were going to occur in this area. Using the captured orders and the reluctance of the Union forces to advance Evans determined at 1000 that “the main point of attack would be Ball’s Bluff.” It was a bold decision under the circumstances. The inactivity of the Federal forces at Edward’s Ferry could end at any point and leave his command weakened in the face of a growing enemy threat. The risky decision allowed him to throw forces into the growing fight at Ball’s Bluff. Accordingly, COL Eppa Hunton and his 8th Virginia were released to join the fight there. They arrived shortly after Jenifer had called back his attacking units.

Colonel Eppa Hunton and the 8th Virginia, minus Co. H, arrived near the Jackson house about noon after a two hour march. Colonel Hunton proved no less aggressive than Jenifer, from whom he assumed overall command. Almost immediately upon his arrival he ordered a resumption of the attack that had just been called back by Jenifer. A bit of reshuffling set the Confederate line of battle with CPT Huff’s company on the extreme left, Jenifer’s dismounted cavalry next on the right, Hunton’s 8th Virginia, and three mixed companies of Mississippi infantry on the far right. CPT L. D. Fletcher’s with his Company D of the 13th Mississippi arrived at some point during the attack and took a position between Hunton and Jenifer, or directly opposite the Jackson House. The ensuing action is only briefly described but certainly the main attack on the left center of the Union line had run its course by 1430.  One Confederate veteran recalled that;

 “The battle opened again severely, the Virginians fighting straight ahead, with Jenifer’s force covering their left, which gave them opportunity for aggressive battle…”

Colonel Hunton gives little detail but states in his OR that his men “fought the enemy in large force strongly posted for about four hours” before his ammunition “was nearly exhausted”.  The net result of the four hour struggle was that Devens pulled his units further back in a consolidation effort.

On the extreme left Jenifer and Huff became separated from the main fight by foliage and terrain and advanced against the Union right. Huff’s small company managed to move within 100 yards of the river. Attempting to get a look at the activity on the river Huff sent two men to the bank. The scouting party returned with a report of Union reinforcements being shuttled across with artillery. Jenifer ordered Huff to try and gain a position where they could challenge the Yankee landings. Pushing forward into the area where Cpl. Hudson’s picket detail had made the first contact with the enemy earlier in the day Huff’s men again bumped into Federal troops. This time the meeting occurred at 10 yards due to the “dense thicket” near the ravine that marked the northern edge of the battlefield. One of Huff’s skirmishers was ordered to halt “by a man who proved to be an officer in the Tammany regiment of New York.” The Union officer was “shot down” by another member of the skirmish line before he could offer any more challenges. A close range fire fight developed between the two lines that continued about thirty minutes before the ubiquitous Huff and his men were relieved by a company of dismounted cavalry. He returned his company to their original location at Big Spring and sat out the remainder of the fight. Despite their nearly constant involvement Huff reported “we did not lose a single man.”
A combination of terrain restriction and the presence of the small band of Confederate forces effectively sealed off the northern section of the area of operations from the Federals. With the possibility of progress to the west (toward Leesburg; the original objective) blocked by the 8th Virginia task force the only remaining movement options for the Yankees were retreat eastward back across the river or over the high ground to the south. The Confederate command denied the latter with the arrival of the 18th Mississippi.

The 18th arrived on the field about 1430 and assumed a position on the right of the 8th Virginia.  Colonel Erasmus R. Burt, the regimental commander, fell mortally wounded in the early going and command passed to LTC Thomas Griffin. Griffin ordered Captain Hann to take his company into the wooded area on the right flank and clear it of “Federalist”. The move not only removed the threat to his flank but extended the Confederate line into the high ground south of the Yankee position. From here the crews of the Union artillery were exposed to a murderous fire. So effective was the fire placed on the Yankee gun crews that the pieces had little or no impact on the overall fight despite the fact they were the most powerful weapons on the field. Shortly after clearing access to the ridge all the remaining companies of the 17th Mississippi arrived from Edward’s Ferry to further extend the line toward the river. The occupation of the ridge here enclosed the Union force in the small area of open ground at the top of the bluff. The trapped enemy was being decimated by fire from three directions. The Federal commanders became desperate to get out from under the Confederate guns. This desperation led to an attempted move to the south.
The coordination for this break-out effort was destroyed by the appearance of a “mystery officer”. As preparations were being made for the attack on the Confederate line on the ridge to the south an officer appeared in front the 42nd New York waving his hat and imploring them to charge. Confused some of the units from the New York regiment and the 15th Massachusetts ignored Colonel Devens order to “stand firm where you are” and attacked. They were easily repulsed and the Federal line disintegrated in disorder. Sensing that the Union forces were ready to collapse Colonel Featherston, 17th Mississippi, jumped in front of the Mississippians on the ridge and ordered a counter attack.

LTC McGuirk, newly arrived from his lengthy ride to the field described the action this way;

‘…above the roar of musketry was heard the command of Colonel Featherston, “Charge Mississippians! Charge! Drive them into the Potomac or into eternity!” The sound of his voice seemed to echo from the vales of Maryland. The line arose as one man from a kneeling posture, discharged a deadly volley, advanced the crescent line, and then encircled the invaders, who in terror called for quarter and surrendered’

While almost certainly an over dramatic description of the scene the attack had the desired effect on the Union troops. Over whelmed with panic the Federals sought any means of refuge. Men leapt from the bluff or stampeded down the steep path.  In the end few made good their escape. There were not enough boats to bring them to safety so they gathered in the narrow flood plain. When the Confederates gained the top of the bluff they began firing down on the mass of soldiers there. Union commanders ordered the helpless men to throw their weapons into the river. Desperate men attempted to swim the river and were either shot by the Confederates on the bluff or drowned. The single large boat was swamped by wounded and panic stricken men and sank. The few smaller boats were riddled with gunfire and soon proved of no value. There was nothing left to do but surrender. A complete Confederate victory was concluded when 17th and 18th Mississippi drew back from the bluff at dark leaving LTC McGuirk and two companies as pickets.

The massive haul of prisoners would grow the next morning when another large group of Yankee soldiers was discovered during the night by civilian volunteer Elijah White. A 40 man group of volunteers from the 8th Virginia led by CPT William Berkeley, collected an additional 325 prisoners.

With the threat from Ball’s Bluff now gone Evans could return his attention to the Union forces that still occupied the Edward’s Ferry area. On the 22nd no less than portions of six infantry regiments, another 100 cavalry troopers to add to Mix’s command, and two 12 lb. howitzers from Battery I 1st US Artillery were digging in on the Virginia side of the river. To this point the enemy forces here had cooperated with Evans daring reinforcement of Ball’s Bluff by remaining motionless. Failure to act thus far was no guarantee that they would continue to do so.
Evans had only the nine remaining companies of the 13th Mississippi and one company of the 17th Mississippi (H) left to counter any potential threat that might develop here. The commander of the 13th, Colonel William Barksdale, had two companies picketing the Edward’s Ferry Road to act as an early warning system in case the Federals attempted any advance from the beachhead. The Union inactivity continued until about 1100 when Barksdale grew tired of the waiting game and began to maneuver against the Yankee position. His orders were to conduct a reconnaissance and to attack if he found an opportunity. His first priority was to identify the location of the Federal artillery. After a short look at the field Barksdale determined what he thought would be the most likely position of the enemy guns “on a ridge which made out from Goose Creek to Daily’s field, and in front of the left of the enemy’s line.”  Making allowance for his shortage of troops, Barksdale decided against a frontal assault. Instead he sent Co. C and Co. G through the woods in an effort to flank the supposed position of the battery. 

With the remainder of the regiment he trailed the forward deployed companies until he identified an advantageous position. His plan was to assault the enemy line once the lead companies subdued the guns. CPT William Eckford, Co C, moved carefully until he was near the area where the guns were expected to be found. When he attacked he found not the artillery but the Union pickets heavily involved in a game of cards. The unsuspecting Yankees were caught totally unprepared and were sent flying back toward their main line. Barksdale immediately joined in the attack. The total manpower at his disposal was not the 3000 estimated by Federal General Gorman but 600. Nevertheless they came on strong.  SGT Henry Lyons, 34th New York, described the scene this way; the attack started about ½ mile in front of the Federal position when Barksdale’s men came:

“…yelling like demons and driving our pickets ahead of them in double quick time.”

An attack made against these kind of odds was destined to be short lived and so it proved to be. The battery that had been the object of Eckford’s search made its actual position known. According to SGT Lyons the battery:

“…turned their charge which they were making so splendidly (they did make a nice charge no mistake) into a complete rout.”

The entire affair resulted in about a dozen casualties and a return to the previous lines. After another day of patrolling the Union forces were withdrawn to the Maryland side of the river. Only the dead remained to be cared for. An extremely cordial meeting between LTC Jenifer and LTC Palfrey of the 20th Massachusetts on October 30th, under a flag of truce, allowed the recovery of CPT Henry Alden’s (42nd New York) body, arrangements for the support of those taken prisoner, and a round of toasts to be shared.  Confederates spent the next few days dragging the river for Yankee bodies and the much prized Enfield rifles that had been deposited there by the defeated enemy. A complete victory had been won at the cost of 155 casualties(36k, 117w, 2m). 

It would be easy to assign the outcome of the Battle of Leesburg to Union mismanagement, miscommunication, and poor leadership. This conclusion, however, would overlook some adroit decisions made by the entire Confederate command structure. From the NCO ranks to the highest levels the Confederate leaders made better choices than their enemy. 

Beginning with Cpl Hudson, who understood the value of the information he discovered in his brief encounter with 1SG Riddle, and hurried it up the chain the Confederate leadership displayed a much better grasp of the situation than their Federal counterparts. Using the timely and accurate reports Evans was able to make decisions based on a situational awareness that escaped the Yankee command.  What appeared to be a victory handed to him by Union incompetence was actually a poor tactical situation reversed by bold decision making based on intelligence and military intuition.

The initial Confederate position was located between three possible Union courses of action (COA). Evans possession of the captured documents allowed him to discount the possibility of action from McCall’s advance toward Dranesville. This superior intelligence on enemy dispositions reduced the possible enemy COA’s to the threats from Edward’s Ferry and Ball’s Bluff. The landings at Edward’s Ferry certainly would have appeared the greatest threat but the inactivity there and an educated but risky guess by Evans that no advance would be made from this area allowed him to concentrate on just a single area of operations. Had the Union forces worked in concert this decision might have proven fatal for the Confederates. 

The concentration of his forces at Ball’s Bluff was a tactical masterpiece. The failure of the Union command to take advantage of their early manpower advantage allowed these Confederate reinforcements to trap them in poor terrain. Disregarding several opportunities to withdraw placed the Yankee forces in a desperate situation with a significant natural obstacle at their back and inadequate means to overcome it. Their possible courses of action was reduced to just two; a break out attempt over a single remaining avenue of advance, the ridge to the south or retreat. They opted for the first but were thwarted by the seizure of this terrain by Featherston. Retreat proved unrealistic given the resources at hand. The final options for the Union troops were surrender or perish. Most chose the former.

Although ultimately successful in a grand way, Evans did have some troubles. The expected help from the Virginia Militia never materialized. When called upon to reinforce the units at Ball’s Bluff General R. W. Wright was forced to admit that he could not get the units to muster. Another issue that might be called into question is Evans dismemberment of the regimental command structures by his piecemeal distribution of the individual companies. Instead of units from three different regiments why didn’t he send four companies from the same regiment or an entire regiment with Jenifer? It mattered little in the end.

The victory at Leesburg was greeted with jubilation in the south. The leaders would reap the benefits of their participation. Evans, Featherston, Barksdale, and Hunton would eventually rise to the general officer ranks. They would lead troops in almost every major battle of the war. Evans would fight at Second Manassas, South Mountain and Antietam before going west to participate in the Vicksburg Campaign. On his return to South Carolina he became involved in a dispute with his superior officer and was removed from duty. Rumors of alcoholism kept him from being returned to command until spring 1864. Before he could take his brigade to Petersburg an injury from a buggy accident ended his role in the Civil War

Barksdale, the ex-Representative to the United States Congress, would die at Gettysburg after seeing action in nearly every major battle in the eastern theater. Featherston saw action in both theaters. His resume includes Second Manassas, the Seven Days Battles, Antietam, Fredericksburg,  and the Vicksburg and Atlanta Campaigns. His war ended only when he surrendered with Johnston in North Carolina. Hunton served with Longstreet as a brigade commander in Pickett’s division until wounded at Gettysburg. On his return he saw action at Cold Harbor, Five Forks, and Sayler’s Creek where he was taken prisoner.

Another notable present at Leesburg was CPT John Morris Wampler. The commander of Company H, 8th Virginia saw no action during the battle but was recognized for another expertise. His engineering background got him transferred to Beauregard’s staff and he would rise to be the Chief Engineer for the Army of Tennessee. He rendered valuable service in both theaters. He was killed during a Union bombardment of Morris Island in August 1863. This war like all others took its fair share of the best and brightest. 
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